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surf across the water with ease. Sea 
kayaker Stuart Hosie is a member of the 
West Coast Paddlers club based in 
Lochwinnoch, Renfrewshire.

He said: “I’ve paddled an entry-level 
Epic V8 surf ski and it’s an incredibly 
easy boat to get along with.

“It’s nowhere near as wobbly as a 
traditional sea kayak and the steering 
is so simple.

“They are also fast and perfect for 
smooth and choppy water. 

“This is great in Scotland when the 
sea can be very changeable.”

Another advantage is that paddlers 
do not need to worry about getting out 
of the boat if they capsize.

Hosie explained: “With a traditional 
sea kayak, paddlers need to be 
confident about rolling out of a cockpit 
if they fall in the water. And getting 

back into a sea kayak is tricky, 
especially if you are on your own and in 
choppy water.

“Instead, the sit-on surf ski allows 
you to slip off, if you happen to capsize, 
and climb back on really easily.

“To be honest, though, I doubt many 
people will capsize the stable boats.” 

Another big advantage with surf skis 
comes off the water. 

Because the boats are lighter than 
traditional sea kayaks, they are very 
easily lifted.

Wagstaff said: “I can see surf skis 
changing the face of sea kayaking in the 
coming years.

“They are a brilliant way to get more 
people out and enjoying our coastlines.

“Whether you’re a beginner or keen 
to go to the next level, a surf ski gives a 
whole lot more scope and confidence.”
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surf ski’s paddle      power

n innovative style 
of sea kayak is 
widening the 
appeal of the sport 

in Scotland. 
The new surf skis are aimed at the 

beginner paddler and boast a host of 
simple-to-handle features.

The surf ski kayaks are sit-on instead 
of “sit inside” and they have pedals for 
steering. 

They are also very stable and make 
easy work of choppy conditions and 
even waves.

Stuart Wagstaff is the owner of the 
National Kayak School at Oban, on 
Scotland’s west coast.

He said: “All of a sudden, these surf 
skis are taking off in Scotland.

“The entry-level boats are great for 
new paddlers and the sport version is 
brilliant for racing. 

“I am amazed by how many more surf 
skis I’m seeing on the water.”

While surf skis have been in 
existence for around 100 years, they 
were more likely to be paddled by 
racing experts.

The original 
surf skis were 

made of wood 
and they have a 

reputation for 
being difficult to 

balance.
But in recent years, 

surf ski designs have 
become more 
mainstream.

A new entry-level 
range, especially 

those made by Epic 
and Nelo, have 

been created to  
better suit  
novice paddlers.

So what makes 
a surf ski kayak different from the 
average sea kayak?

Traditional kayaks require paddlers 
to sit inside a cockpit, with a spray deck 
fitted across the top to stop the water 
getting in.

Surf skis, on the other hand, have a 
moulded seat on top for a more 
convenient sit-on position.

The beginner-style surf skis are also 
far more stable on the water and have 
pedals and a rudder for steering, 
instead of relying solely on the skills of 
paddle steering.

The lightweight fibreglass boats are 
also designed to cut through waves and 

A new, more stable and faster 
form of sea kayak is set to 
revolutionise the appeal of 
the sport in Scotland, making 
even smooth sailing of even 
the choppiest weather.   
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■ Try or buy Epic surf skis at National Kayak School at 
www.nationalkayakschool.com
■ See Great Glen Paddle at www.greatglenpaddle.co.uk
■ Ivan owns Ultimate Kayaks at www.ultimatekayaks.co.uk
■ Join a club with www.westcoastpaddlers.com

FAST FINISH   Ivan 
Lawler broke the 
record for the Great 
Glen Paddle  
on his Nelo surf ski


