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Some tents, such as the Vango 
Airbeam, even have inflatable poles for 
sturdier and simpler pitching.

Bedrooms come as standard in many 
larger tents and you could reserve one 
for the portable toilet and another for 
your dog, if you like. 

Glampers also sleep in cosy sleeping 
bags – perfectly designed to fit kids, 
adults or couples – and on blow-up 
mattresses or camp beds.

For comfortable daytime camping, 
you could fit a tent carpet, sit on an 
inflated sofa or armchair-style 
camping chair and eat at a dining table.

In the kitchen area, gas cookers, 
grills, fridges, hanging larders, 
cafetieres and brightly coloured 
crockery make meal times round the 
campfire a lot more civilised. 

If you fancy, you can even buy a 
portable pizza oven and a foldaway 
kitchen sink or sip Champagne from 
plastic camping flutes. 

Shower and toilet blocks are standard 
at most campsites, yet some campers 
prefer the extra convenience of private 
facilities.

A tent fitted with a solar-powered 
shower and a toilet tent with a portable 
loo adds even more luxury to a 
glamping holiday.

Solar power is also used to run 
radios, mobile phone chargers, lanterns 
and coffee brewers.

Now there are few mod cons that 
have not been adapted for glampers. 

Where to camp 
Check out a range of websites:
■ www.campingandcaravanningclub.
co.uk
■ www.ukcampsite.co.uk
■ www.scottishcamping.com  
■ www.visitscotland.com
■ www.forestholidays.co.uk
■ www.comriecroft.com
■ www.canopyandstars.co.uk
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stylish twist on
family favourite

amping is no longer 
an uncool, back-to-
basics holiday 
choice. Instead it’s 

one of the hottest trends 
of recent summers.

And these days, a tented trip is all 
about glamming it up rather than 
roughing it. 

Across Scotland, couples and 
families are choosing to spend their 
precious weekends and time off on 
glamping holidays.

These campers prefer the 
convenience of car-to-campsite 
vacations and the luxuries of large, 
multi-roomed tents.

They also pack home-from-home 
comforts such as fridges, gas cookers, 
carpets, solar-powered lighting, radios 
and even the kitchen sink.

Rob Ganley, from The Camping and 
Caravanning Club, said: “In recent 
years the popularity of glamping – or 
glamorous camping –has definitely 
been on the up.

“At our UK sites, this year’s figures 
show more than a 40 per cent increase 

in glamping 
bookings, 

compared with 
last year.”

 At independent 
camping and biking 

centre, Comrie Croft in 
Perthshire, chief 

executive Andrew 
Donaldson has seen a 
similar growth.

He said: “Camping 
in general has been 
on the rise for the 

last few years but 
for us it’s the more 
luxurious-style  

camping that has grown fastest.
“These glampers are generally 

families, who come with bigger, more 
impressive tents, or the beautiful 
bell-style tents, with all the modern 
comforts and conveniences.

“We even have campers who decorate 
their tents with bunting and solar-
powered fairy lights. It’s amazing.”

Camping retailers and stores have 
also reported an increase in recent 
sales of glamping equipment.

James Neish, mountain sports 
manager at Decathlon Glasgow, said: 
“These days it’s comfort rather than 
roughing it that customers are looking 
for when camping. 

“They want modern tents in bright 
colours that are easy to put up and keep  
out the rain. 

“They want to sleep on airbeds with 
cosy sleeping bags. 

“In the cooking department, campers 
also want the ease and convenience of 
home-style equipment.”

How to be a glamper
Choose a modern tent and pitch it at 
home before setting off for your holiday.

Most tents are simple to erect and 
have colour-coded poles and simple 
instructions for newcomers. 

One of the hottest summer 
crazes is back with more 
glam. There’s even room for 
carpets and the kitchen sink.
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‘‘Campers 
these days 
want the 
style and 
comfort 
of home 
in a tent

mAgICAL 
A luxury yurt

■ Vango Airbeam boasts 
inflatable poles, which are 
very easy to pitch. From 
four to eight people. 
Prices start from £500 at 
www.vango.co.uk 


