
Cunningham, 35, talks enthusiastically 
about his treasured hut.

Chris, who owns a guitar shop in 
Edinburgh, spent years on a waiting list 
before bidding to buy the 24ft x 12ft hut.

He pays the landowner for the lease 
of the hut’s plot.

Chris has lovingly restored the 
rundown property – one of 23 at 
Eddleston – over almost three years.

He said: “I feel lucky and very 
privileged to be a hut owner although I 
did pay what many people will think is 
a lot for this small property.

“I see it as my ultimate sanctuary, 
where I can find peace and a  
back-to-basics style of hobby away 
from the fast pace of city life and work.

“This year, I’ve even turned my hand 
to gardening and discovered what it’s 
like to grow my own veg.  

“I love my hut and I will never sell – 
not for any price.”
■ Huts it all about? See www.
thousandhuts.org, www.
carbethhutters.co.uk, www.
reforestingscotland.org
www.fionaoutdoors.co.uk
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connect with the land and nature. And  
health studies show benefits both 
physically and mentally of spending 
more time surrounded by countryside.

“Huts are commonplace and 
welcomed in many other countries, 
such as in Scandinavia, eastern Europe 
and Germany. We hope the pioneering 
Saline project and the change in 
planning regulations will encourage 
more Scots – and public and private 
land owners – to embrace hutting.”

At Scotland’s largest hutting hotspot, 
Carbeth in Stirlingshire, the 
community has grown in strength in 
recent years. Carbeth has 151 huts on 
almost 100 acres of land and has been a 
popular site for residents in Glasgow 
and Clydebank since the 1920s.

Uniquely, in early 2013, the hutters 
collectively bought the land from a 
local estate owner, who had previously 
leased the hutters their individual 

plots. Glasgow artist Morven Gregor, 
chairman of the Carbeth Hutters 
Community Company, set up to 
manage the site, said: “I’ve owned a hut 
at Carbeth for 16 years and I relish 
being able to escape city life, especially 
at weekends.

“We are all off-grid with no electricity 
or running water and it’s so peaceful 
here, even with so many huts on the 
site. My hut measures only 18ft by 22ft 
and it’s basic inside but it’s my precious 
outdoors retreat.

“Like many other hutters, I love the 
opportunity to enjoy a little bit of 
countryside life and to have a small plot 
of land, which I don’t have at my city 
home. There is definitely a feeling here 
that hutting is on the up and it’s 
something that Scotland is 
increasingly passionate about.”

At another smaller site, Eddleston in 
the Scottish Borders, Chris 
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go with the hut    instinct

new Scottish 
hutting site looks 
set to inspire more 
outdoors fans to join 

a countryside revolution.
The Forestry Commission pilot 

scheme at Carnock woods, Saline, Fife, 
will allow up to 12 new huts to be built.

Development and planning of the 
hutting site is still at the early stages 
but it is hoped that it will be the 
launchpad for other similar initiatives.

Donald McPhillimy, a campaigner for 
Reforesting Scotland, which works on 
behalf of FC, said: “We are thrilled to 
find a new location for developing a 
hutting site on public forest land.

“It’s a great step forward for Scottish 
hutting and a boost to the Reforesting 
Scotland-backed Thousand Huts 
campaign, which aims to protect and 
expand the world of hutting. I believe 
that other similar sites will see what we 
are doing and follow in our footsteps.”

While Scotland has a long history of 
huts, with around 50 to 60 small 
clusters dotted across the country, 
many have fallen into disrepair or have 
become the subject of disputes with 

land 
owners. 

Unfavourable 
planning laws 

after 1947 also 
largely 

prevented the 
growth of huts 

because Scottish 
policy required 

that hut builders 
conform to 
house 

planning 
regulations. 

But in 
recent 

years, there has been a growing crusade 
to create a more hut-friendly Scotland.

Just this summer, hutters celebrated 
a change in Scottish Planning Policy 
that now supports the construction of 
huts in rural settings for recreational 
accommodation.

Donald said: “At Thousand Huts, we 
believe that hutting offers many 
advantages for Scots. Huts provide an 
easily accessible place where people 
can get away from their busy lives and 

More and more people are re-connecting with nature by 
staying in simple huts to accentuate the relaxing experience.‘‘I see it  

as my 
ultimate 
sanctuary 
where I 
can find 
peace

PRIDE AND JOY   
Chris Cunningham’s 
hut in Eddleston, 
which he restored 
over three years

hOmE  Morven Gregor’s hut at Carbeth, which 
she calls her “precious outdoors retreat” 


