
locations in the Highlands to spot 
native Scottish wildlife.

As well as being a wild haven for red 
deer, the hills are home to golden 
eagles, ospreys and black grouse.

The estate strives to provide a safe 
and natural habitat for them to survive.

Camera stalking does not interfere 
with the welfare of the wildlife.

Colin said:  “The Glen Tanar Estate 
deerstalkers are very experienced, and 
know how to approach the animals.

“The aim is to get as close as possible 
to get fantastic photos but also to 
protect them in their natural habitat.”

If you can’t make October’s  
camera-stalking experience, there are 
other opportunities for photographers 
to get up close to other rarely seen 
wildlife, including birds of prey and 
black grouse.” 

So how can you spot deer rutting?
■ From early October until early 
November, male deer are driven by an 
urge to reproduce. 
■ On Scottish hillsides and in glens, the 
eerie echoes of red deer groaning and 
belching can be heard.
■ Males will parade their antler 
armoury and clash them in battles  
as they show off their virility to 
potential mates.
■ Loud and primal, the red deer rut is 
one of Scotland’s most impressive 
wildlife spectacles. 
■ Be aware the stag-stalking season 
also runs from July 1 to October 20. 
During this time, walkers are advised 
to check routes with Scottish Natural 
Heritage’s Heading for the Scottish 
Hills website, www.snh.gov.uk
www.fionaoutdoors.co.uk
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staggeringly 
beautiful

oving with utmost 
stealth, the stalker 
crawls through peat 
bogs and crosses 

heather-covered moorland.
He requires a steady hand and a 

finger primed to take the perfect shot. 
Yet he does not carry a gun and he 

has no intention of harming the deer.
This is called “camera stalking” and 

for photographer John Blair it is the 
ultimate photo shoot.

John, a retired teacher, was at Glen 
Tanar Estate on Royal Deeside for a 
camera stalking day.

He said: “I’ve seen lots of pictures of 
red deer in photo competitions but 
most of them are taken in enclosures. 

“Camera stalking is the real thing 
and offers the opportunity to capture 
photographs of the magnificent 
creatures in the wild.”

However, the stalking of Scotland’s 
largest land mammal is not an easy 
task, despite the help of an experienced 
deerstalker.

Red deer are easily scared by human 
scent, as well as sightings and noise.

John said: “You’re essentially on a 
bare hillside or 
moorland and it’s 

a real challenge to 
get near the deer. 

“We had to crawl 
along the ground on 

our bellies very quietly 
to get as close as we 

could without 
disturbing the animals.

“The closer you get 
the more impressive 

they are – and they 
are huge.”

Camera stalking 
takes place all 
year in various 

locations across Scotland but in the 
autumn Glen Tanar offers a chance to 
experience the rutting season. 

 Camera stalking at this time is 
available for only four days, from 
October 21 to 24. 

Estate wildlife manager Colin 
McClean said: “This short window is an 
amazing opportunity to see the red 
deer at their most active. 

“At no other time in the year can you 
experience the stags competing for the 
attention of the hinds.

“It’s spectacular to see the hills alive 
with action and to hear the great roar of 
the stags throughout the glen.” 

John, from Midlothian, was 
impressed by the rutting stags. 

He said: “When the big stags with 
their huge antlers are fighting for 
dominance, it is incredible to watch.

“The challenge of the photography 
isn’t so much on how to frame the 
picture, but simply how to get close to 
these splendid creatures.” 

Glen Tanar is one of the best 

You need stealth, patience 
and a steady hand to capture 
the glory of the glens during 
the deer-rutting season.  But 
it’s worth every minute of 
the effort - the sights and 
sounds of these magnificent 
beasts are a joy to behold.

‘‘The hills 
are alive 
with the 
great 
roars of 
rutting  
stags

gLORIOUS    
A beautiful  
red deer gets  
ready for the  
rutting season

ON thE hUNt    
A deerstalker 
waits in place for 
the rutting show  
to start
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