
impressive moves. The points of the top 
two wave performances are added 
together to give the final scores.

Sam said: “Phoebe is instinctive and 
has good nerve. She is also very skilful, 
so she does well in competitions.”

Mark Boyd, a manager at SSF, has 
welcomed Phoebe to the team.

Mark, also a national longboard 
champion, said: “It will be the first time 
that Scotland is represented as a team 
at a world-class level and it is only 
possible because of recent recognition 
of the SSF as a governing body.

“To have six people heading to Peru 
to take part in ISA World Games is 
incredible. We’ll be up against the 
world’s best surfers, so it will be a 
fantastic experience. 

“Phoebe is one of our youngest team 
members and fully deserving of her 
place in the team. Although she has 
only just started competing, she has 
done very well, especially up against 
more experienced senior surfers.”

The other five team members include 
Jennifer Wood, of Elgin, Fraserburgh-
based surfers Mark Cameron and Iain 

Masson, 16-year-old Andrew 
Robertson, of St Andrews and Mark. 

Scottish Champion Chris Noble, of 
Thurso, is unable to make the event, 
from October 24 to November 1, due to 
work commitments.

Shona Blackadder, another top 
Scottish surfer, also from Thurso, has 
turned down her team spot after 
recently having a baby.

The SSF have plans to build on the 
new team and to develop the sport.

Mark said: “In recent years we’ve seen 
surfing go from strength to strength 
and we recognised the need to 
strengthen our core organisation.

“Governing body status allows us to 
properly represent Scotland’s surfers. 

“We plan to develop the sport to a 
higher level and to encourage more 
youngsters to take it up.

“Our new Scottish team not only 
comprises some of Scotland’s best 
surfers but also those that will be 
superb ambassadors for the sport.”

The team are appealing for corporate 
sponsors to assist with the trip to Peru. 
Call 07977867485 for details. 
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CAtChINg WAvES  
Phoebe Strachan 
will compete in the 
ISA World Surfing 
Games in Peru

on the crest of     a wave

talented young 
Scottish surfer  
has landed a place  
in a prestigious 

world championship.
And teenager Phoebe Strachan is so 

focused on her sport that she has 
chosen to study at a university close to 
the best waves.

In only her first year of competing, 
Phoebe, originally from Edinburgh, 
won the Scottish Lowland Longboard 
Championships.

She also came third in both the  
junior and ladies’ National Surfing 
Championships in Thurso, aged just 18.

Now the wave surfing star has been 
selected to compete in the ISA World 
Surfing Games. She is one of six surfers 
in a new Scottish Surfing Federation 
(SSF) team, which will make its 
international debut at the games in 
Peru, South America, later this month.

Phoebe, who has recently started a 
sports science course at Robert Gordon 
University in Aberdeen, said: “It feels 
brilliant – amazing really – to be going 
to a world surfing competition.

“I will be practising as much as I can 
before then at 

some of the best 
surfing beaches 

close to Aberdeen.”
Phoebe feels she 

has come to surfing 
late, although she  

has quickly learned  
the skills of the 
challenging sport.

The former George 
Heriot’s School pupil 
said: “I had a lesson 

or two at Coast to 
Coast Surf School 
in East Lothian 
with my school 

when I was about 13 but didn’t focus on 
surfing properly until I was 15.

“During my school years I was also a 
competitive Highland dancer and 
swimmer. I think that both these sports 
gave me a good background for surfing 
– and I didn’t find it too difficult to get 
the hang of surfing.”

Coast to Coast owner Sam 
Christopherson says Phoebe was 
unusually fast to learn.

He said: “Surfing is very difficult, 
especially when you start out and it 
takes a lot of determination and 
understanding. But it was immediately 
clear that Phoebe had a real talent. She 
had a good eye for catching the waves 
and great balance.

“You could see in training and 
competitions that she could make the 
most of the waves and gave good 
performances at both the lowland and 
national competitions.”

Competing surfers have 20 minutes 
in which to impress the judges, who are 
looking for speed, flow, power and 

Hotly tipped surfer 
Phoebe Strachan is taking 
time out from her degree 
studies in Aberdeen to jet  
off to Peru as part of a 
Scottish team making its 
international debut on  
the world surf stage.  

‘‘I will be 
practising 
as much 
as I can at 
beaches 
close to 
Aberdeen
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