
Edward Collins founded SkiMo 
Scotland and launched the first 
Scottish season.

Di said: “We recognised from the 
start that our SkiMo races would be 
very different from the Alps.

“We lack the distance and the ascent 
but we still have a lot to offer.

“Our races showcase the best of the 
individual terrain in each Scottish 
resort  at The Lecht, Glenshee, Glencoe 
and Nevis Range.

“The courses have something to  
offer everyone, whatever their level  
of expertise.

“But we do still follow the same race 
rules and regulations as the Alpine 
SkiMo events.”

More than 100 participants raced in 
the first season and numbers doubled 
the following season, despite two 
bad-weather cancellations.

Mairi Blankenstein, of Edinburgh, 
took part in her first SkiMo race at 
Glenshee in January.

She is an accomplished downhill 
skier and enjoys ski touring, running 
and triathlon.

She said: “SkiMo appealed to me 
because it offers a challenge across a 
mix of sports.

“Although I am a good Alpine skier, 
the races tend to be won on the uphills, 
when the fittest can really get ahead.

“I really liked the huge enthusiasm of 
this new Scottish sport and the friendly 
atmosphere here. 

“Coming second felt brilliant and I’ll 

definitely be back for more this season.”
Jon Morgan, Britain’s most successful 

SkiMo competitor, raced in Scotland 
last season. Jon, from  Sheffield,  
became a SkiMo racer while he was 
living in the Alps. 

Following many successes in world 
and European SkiMo competitions, Jon 
was unsurprisingly first past the post  
in the Glenshee race.

Fellow British SkiMo team member 
Ben Tibbetts came a close second.

Jon said: “I love the challenge of 
SkiMo, especially the long and tough 
events. It’s such an invigorating and 
competitive sport.

“One of the best parts of SkiMo for me 
is when I look down the mountain from 
on high and realise how fast I have 
climbed it on skis, before whizzing  
back downhill.”

Jon describes Scotland’s SkiMo scene 
as “different, but quirky and fun”.

He said: “There’s an atmosphere of 
being grateful for what you can get, in 
that races in Scotland are so dependent 
on the weather.

“But when they do take place, they 
have such a great, upbeat feel to them.

“The format is planned by Di and the 
routes appeal to all levels of experience, 
from top SkiMo competitors to people 
who have only ever tried regular 
downhill skiing.

“Of course, because I have all the kit I 
had a huge advantage, but I still saw 
lots of other people having fun using 
their ordinary skis. 
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hIgh LIFE    
A SkiMo competitor 
makes it to the top 
of the snowy slopes 
in the Glencoe race

the grand skimo   thing

aces might be long, 
high and ultra-
competitive in the 
Alps – but in 

Scotland they’re more 
quirky and fun.

The century-old sport of Ski 
Mountaineering – or SkiMo – has been 
given a Scottish revamp and is fast 
gaining in popularity.

SkiMo combines ski touring, downhill 
skiing and mountaineering skills in a 
triathlon-type event.

Races vary from set-distance courses 
to vertical sprints. 

SkiMo competitors wear a helmet, 
lightweight skis, bindings and boots, 
and an all-in-one skin-tight suit 
complete with snow gaiters, crampons 
and ice axes.

The sport started in the early 20th 
Century in Europe and was developed 
as a form of mountain training for 
members of the military.

Alpine races developed over the next 
couple of decades and these days there 
are many smaller SkiMo events and 
several prestigious competitions, 

which can often 
run over a 

number of days. 
There are fiercely 

fought British, 
European and world 

SkiMo championships.
Over here, Scotland’s 

SkiMo scene is a little 
different. It was created 

only two years ago by 
experienced 
mountaineer  

Di Gilbert.
Di, who has 

climbed the 
world’s seven 

highest summits, said: “Bizarrely, my 
first go at SkiMo was as part of the 
Great Britain team in the 2011 world 
championships in the Alps.

“The British team were looking for 
women who had the right skills to take 
part in the event.

“I immediately loved the sport. 
Although it is incredibly tough, it is 
high on adrenaline and completely 
addictive once you start.

“That’s when the seed of the idea for a 
Scottish SkiMo series came to me.”

The following summer, Di, of 
Grantown on Spey, and friend Louella 

Scots adrenaline junkies are 
getting hooked on the newest 
cold-weather craze - SkiMo -  
where competitors race up 
and down icy terrain on skis. 
It’s not for the faint-hearted 
but it does make you feel as if 
you’re on top of the world.

‘‘SkiMo is 
quirky 
and fun, 
and it’s a 
really 
friendly  
sport

2014/15 
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Scotland 
season

■ Mountain Spirit Lecht 2090 race on
December 27. A 2.2km course with 113m 
of ascent and descent and numerous 
transitions. Racers have 90 minutes to 
complete as many laps as possible. 
■ Braemar Mountain Sports Glenshee 
race January 24. A set 5km course with a 
total of 445m of ascent and  

437m of descent, including the infamous 
Tiger run. 
■ Mountain Hardware Glencoe 
Mountain race on February 21
A set 6.5km race with a total ascent and 
descent of 795m. The race includes a 
boot section (this is where racers swap 
their skis for crampons) and skiing the 

tough black-graded Fly Paper run.
■ Macpac Nevis Range vertical race 
February 22. A 2.2km climb of around 
538m.
■ Cairngorm Mountain Sports Nevis 
Range race, March 28. An 8km race with 
a combined ascent and descent of 
around 950m. 

tOUgh   Racers must 
ascend and descend 
rough terrain at speed

kIttEd OUt   
Racers at the 
Glencoe event
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