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county in England and came as far 
north as Dingwall in Easter Ross.

She is known to have given talks 
about her cycling in Clydebank, 
Edinburgh and Fife.

Billie’s feat, cycling vast distances 
every day for a year, was recorded  
by Cycling magazine, which is  
now called Cycling Weekly.

Anne says: “Sadly, some of the 
records of Billie’s ride are missing or 
misplaced and we are still working  
out the compete route.

“But the aim is that each day we  
will try to emulate Billie’s route and 
distance, which averaged at 81 miles 
each day.

“On some days, we might have one or 
two riders cycling the entire distance 
and on others it will be a relay ride. 

“Billie rode as far as 186 miles on one 
day so that would be big undertaking 
for just one rider.

“Really, we simply want to get as 
many local female riders joining in, 
whatever distance they decide to go.”

Billie’s journey was an extraordinary 

one for a woman at a time when the 
clouds of war were beginning to form.

Men are welcome to join the stages  
of this year’s ride – as long as they are 
accompanied by women.

Anne said: “It’s not about being 
anti-male but Billie was focused on 
women and fitness.

“The more I look at what she achieved 
cycling 80-odd miles day after day,  
in all weathers, the more impressed  
I become.

“When you take account of the year, 
how she managed to travel around solo 
and her mental attitude, it shows Billie 
had guts as well as fitness.

“This was a female cyclist ahead  
of her time but I think her message is  
as relevant today as it was then.”
■ Organisers are particularly keen to 
hear from more Scottish riders. To sign 
up to ride, organise or support a stage, 
see www.tributetobillie.co.uk or look 
up Billie Fleming Tribute Ride 2015  
on Facebook. You can also email  
ride@tributebillie.co.uk
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Join chAin gAng       for billie

n January 1, a  
year-long tribute 
ride will set off 
around Britain to 

mark the life of cyclist 
Billie Fleming – and 
remember her incredible 
29,600-mile ride in 1938.

Every day of 2015, the Billie Fleming 
Tribute Ride will visit the same places 
that Billie cycled to. The long-distance 
cyclist earlier died this year aged 100.

And in the summer, riders will head 
to Scotland including such locations  
as Alnwick, Edinburgh, Dunkeld and 
Grantown-on-Spey.

But unlike her solo achievement,  
the 2015 tribute ride will invite as  
many women as possible to ride 
different daily stages.  

Keen cyclist Anne Hunt is the  
brains behind 

and organiser of 
the tribute ride. 

She said: “I 
read about Billie’s 

ride shortly before  
her death in May.

“I thought how 
amazing it would 

be to re-ride the 
route in memory  

of such an incredible 
woman.

“Billie didn’t think 
she was anything 

special but she did have 
a passion for cycling 
and wanted to promote 
the health benefits  
to women.

“Almost 80 years on, 
groups such as British 
Cycling and Breeze 
are still encouraging 
more women to 
cycle and I hope  
the tribute ride will 
boost numbers 
further.”

The first few 
months of the 
tribute ride will 
focus on Mill 
Hill, in London, 

where Billie, a secretary, lived when she 
was married.

From spring onwards, she roamed 
further on her three-geared Rudge 
Whitworth bike, spending weeks away 
on cycle tours.

She is thought to have ridden in every 

Almost eight decades after 
her epic, record-breaking 
bicycle ride, Billie Fleming  
is still inspiring women to  
get back on their bikes.

16

‘‘Billie  
was a 
female 
cyclist 
ahead  
of her 
time  
but I  
think her 
message 
is as 
relevant 
today as  
it was 
then.”

gEARINg Up Billie cycling 
through London as part of her 
1938 record-breaking solo 
ride. Above right, the cyclist 
at the Albert Hall and, right, 
Billie winning the 25-mile  
Tricycle event in 1940

INSpIRATION   Billie before a talk at a theatre in Guildford, Surrey


