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WhEN thE gOINg     gEtS pUff
Super-fit Jason Miles is back in the saddle and gearing up to 
take part in one of the world’s toughest 24-hour mountain 
biking races as the Strathpuffer celebrates its 10th anniversary.

or 10 years, a 
Highlands event  
has been challenging 
mountain bikers  

to push themselves to 
their limits. 

Every January, on a short day and 
longest night of winter, hundreds of 
riders pedal non-stop for 24 hours.

They battle fickle weather, from ice 
and snow to rain and hail, to tackle  
the famously tricky course.

Yet the Strathpuffer, which is  
billed as one of the world’s toughest 
mountain biking events, is still a 
sell-out success. In fact, entries for 

Strathpuffer 2015 
sold out faster 
than ever before.

More than 90 
places in the solo 

category where 
snapped up in  

just 90 seconds. 
Eighty-four pairs 

were taken in only  
six minutes. 

And the greatest 
total number of  

quad teams – 120 – 
sold out within  
a fortnight. 

This year, a 
special Team of 

10 team category 
has attracted another 100 riders.

Alasdair Lawton, one of the  
race organisers, continues to be 
surprised by the Puffer’s enduring 
popularity. 

He said: “The first Strathpuffer, 
thought up by Steve Macdonald, who 
owns Strathpeffer bike shop Square 
Wheels, was meant to be a one-off.

“It was staged for TV’s Adventure 
Show and we had no intention of 
hosting another. 

“It’s difficult to believe that we’re  
10 years on and people are still 
clamouring for places for an event  
that, on paper, seems quite mad.”

This year, the Strathpuffer takes 
place on January 17 and 18. 

It attracts riders aged from early 
teens to mid-70s and men and women 
of all fitness levels.

They ride from 10am on the Saturday 

CHAIN GANG Hannah Kemlo has 
entered solo category for the first time 

until 10am the next day, completing 
laps of a 11km red-graded trail in 
Torrachilty Forest, near Strathpeffer.

Alasdair said: “The range of 
entrants is always impressive 
although we do warn riders to be 
prepared for a tough time.

“At the very least, they face 17 hours 
of darkness, fatigue, cold and hunger.

“You can never tell what it will  
be like and pretty much anything  
can happen.” 

Jason Miles is back for his fifth 
Strathpuffer and hopes to defend  
his winning title.

He’s attracted to the event in part 
because of its unpredictable nature.

He said: “The conditions are unlike 
any other 24-hour race in the UK and 
being faced with wet, dry, windy, mild, 
freezing cold or all of the above 

a hard event but hugely enjoyable as 
well.”

The Strathpuffer has attracted 
increasing numbers of women  
each year. 

Alasdair said: “It’s fabulous to see  
so many more women taking part and 
this year, there are nine solo females 
competing, which is a record.”

Hannah Kemlo, of Glasgow,  
has entered the solo category for  
the first time. 

She said: “This is my fourth time  
and I have moved from quads to pairs 
to solo this year.”

Yet Hannah, 31, can still clearly 
recall her first ever Strathpuffer lap.

She said: “In 2012, I was part of a 
quad team with three guys. 

“On the first lap, I cried because it 
felt so hard and scary. I was worried 

weather is part of the appeal. I also 
love the terrain, the scenery and  
the sheer hard work involved in 
completing the event.”

Jason, a dad-of-three from 
Manchester, won the Strathpuffer  
for the first time in 2013.

He triumphed again in 2014, 
scoring 31 laps and beating daredevil 
TT motorbike racer-turned-mountain 
biker Guy Martin into second place. 

In 2012, Jason also won the  
category for riders racing on single- 
speed bikes. 

The 43-year-old said: “Winning 
takes a lot of training beforehand and 
dedication and experience during 
 the event. Riding solo is tough 
because you’re going flat out for so 
long and when you stop, to eat or 
whatever, you get cold very quickly. It’s 
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‘‘We do 
warn 
riders  
to be 
prepared 
for a tough 
time


