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fired up by great        outdoors

Having been raised in a 
remote cottage in the 
Cairngorms, Zeki developed 
a passion for bushcraft that 
helped him overcome his 
dyslexia and has landed the 
teenager the first Scottish 
Youth Award for Excellence 
in Mountain Culture.

High School headteacher Nigel 
Engstrand and Moray Council’s 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award officer 
Gavin Morgan.

Both men were impressed by his 
drive and thirst for learning about 
the great outdoors.

Gavin said: “Zeki’s knowledge, 
energy and determination to 
succeed, combined with his passion 
for the outdoors, is incredible.

“He has also found a way to 
overcome his dyslexia and that in 
itself is highly commendable.”

Zeki’s list of achievements include 
a bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
and the Discovery John Muir Award.

He has also led Duke of Edinburgh 
participants on bushcraft courses, 
shown bushcraft to pupils at 
Aberlour Primary School and given 
talks at education conferences.

Gavin added: “His confidence, 
intelligence and keenness to help 
others has rightfully brought him 
the Scottish Youth Award for 
Excellence in Mountain Culture.”

For Zeki, the award offers another 
opportunity to share his passion for 
bushology and tell others of his happy 

efore meeting his 
hero Ray Mears, 
teenager Zeki Basan 
already had a huge 

enthusiasm for bushcraft.
His self-taught knowledge of how  

to survive off the land alone was 
impressive, especially given that  
he was just 13.

He had even developed a concept 
for his own blend of bushcraft, 
naturalism and science, called 
“bushology”. 

But to learn more about his 
favourite pursuit, the Speyside 
youngster was given one salient 
instruction by survival expert Mears 
– the TV presenter told severely 
dyslexic Zeki he must learn to read.

Zeki, now 15, said: “Ray Mears 
wasn’t being hard on me, he was just 

stating a fact.
“He told me  

if I wanted to 
improve my 

knowledge of 
bushcraft, I’d need 

to be able to read all 
the many books on 

the subject.
“Ray Mears gave me 

a reason to overcome 
my difficulties with 

reading – and I’m 
now very thankful 

for that.”
The teenager’s 

inspiring story  
is set to reach a wider audience after 
it was announced that he’s won the 
Scottish Youth Award for Excellence 
in Mountain Culture.

He’ll be presented with his accolade 
at the Fort William Mountain Film 
Festival later this month.

While the festival have handed out 
an adult Award for Excellence since 
2008, Zeki is the first youngster to  
be recognised in this way.

This year’s adult winner is Scots 
mountaineer Robin Campbell. 

Zeki, who lives with his mum 
Ghillie near Aberlour, said: “I feel very 
honoured to be receiving this award.

“I’m humbled and a bit shocked too. 
But it does make me happy because it 
gives me the encouragement to carry 
on with my bushology passion.”

Zeki was nominated for the 
inaugural youth award by Speyside 

CLOSE TO 
NATURE   
Zeki says he’s 
been lucky to 
have an idyllic 
childhood

life for anything because I’ve had  
a playground of mountains and 
forests right on my doorstep.

“I’ve never wanted for TV and 
computer games because I love 
being outdoors far more.

“It is this life that has given me  
the experience and passion for my 
bushology and it is the thing I will 
pursue for my career.”

Ghillie revealed that many people 
urged her to bring the children closer 

childhood, raised along with older 
sister Yasmin by single mum Ghillie 
in a remote Cairngorms cottage.

Access to the home is on a rutted 
one-and-a-half mile track, which is 
only navigable on foot or by skis 
when there’s snow. 

For many years, electricity was 
available only through a generator 
and heating is provided by a 
log-burning stove. 

Zeki said: “I wouldn’t change our 
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‘‘I’ve never 
wanted for 
TV or PC 
games 
because I 
love being 
outdoors


