
WO R D S  F I O N A  R U S S E L L

Throughout Britain, walkers are taking on unusual and  
lesser-known hill lists with the aim of bagging all the summits 

Meet the  
HILLBAGGERS

    Members of Penrith Ramblers 
on Sphinx Ridge, Great Gable,  
in the Lake District. The fell  
is classified as a Wainwright,  
a Birkett and a Marilyn
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Have you tackled a Tump? 
Summited a Simm? 
How about a Hump? Or 
maybe even a Marilyn, 
Birkett, Hewitt, Donald 

or a Graham? These are all lesser-known 
classifications of hills that are increasingly 
gaining the attention of walkers.

Like their more famous siblings, the 
Scottish mountains called Munros and 
Corbetts, these collections of named hills 
provide a rewarding goal for hillbaggers. 
They are typically collated and classified 
according to their height and topographical 
prominence (or relative height).

A concise hill history
Lists of hills and mountains is not a new 
concept. The Munros were first recorded 
in the late 19th century by Sir Hugh Munro, 
measured imperially as Scottish mountains 
with a summit of more than 3,000ft. Today, 
there are 282 listed Munros. The 
Corbetts, as defined by John 
Rooke Corbett in the 1920s, 
have a height of between 
2,500ft and 2,999ft and  
a prominence of at  
least 500ft. There are  
222 Corbetts.

The Furths are 
British mountains ‘furth’ 
(outside) Scotland that 
would otherwise qualify as 
Munros or Munro Tops (a top being 
a subsidiary summit of a Munro).

In the early 1990s, Alan Dawson’s book, 
The Relative Hills of Britain, included Lesser 
Corbetts, also known as LCs or Elsies, which 
have a height of 2,000ft to 2,499ft. Alan 
defined the prominence of each hill as at 
least 150m on all sides, and thus introduced 
a metric element to hill classifications.

At the same time, the late Fiona Torbet 
(née Graham) was also recording a similar 
list to Dawson’s and the Lesser Corbetts 
thus became known as the Grahams.

Other hill lists include Nuttalls and 
Hewitts. The Nuttalls are the brainchild  
of John and Anne Nuttall and include hills of 
at least 2,000ft in Wales and England, with a 
relative height of at least 50ft. Alan Dawson 
also created the Hewitts: hills in England, 
Wales and Ireland of at least 2,000ft with  
a relative height of 30m or more. 

But while many hill walkers in Britain 
still refer to hills and mountains in imperial 
units, for more than 40 years Ordnance 

H I L L B A G G I N G

‘I’m hoping to 
pass the halfway 
mark on my 
Munros soon – 
I’m currently  
on 134 and 
counting!’ 

Catriona Webster,  
Edinburgh Young Walkers

R E A D E R 
 PA N E L

What is  
relative height?
Also known as prominence and drop, the 

relative height of a hill is the height difference 
between the top and bottom. It is a measure 
of the independence of a summit and can be 
described as the vertical distance between 

the top and the col next to the lowest 
contour line encircling the hill. 

Alan Dawson (above, measuring a hill) says:  
‘For people like me who make lists of  

Relative Hills, locating the bottom of a hill,  
on a map or on the ground, is quite good  

fun, although it is not as much fun  
as reaching the top.’

Survey maps have shown spot heights 
metrically. So isn’t it logical that the newer 
hill lists should be based on metric heights? 

Alan, who likes to describe his lists as 
being part of a metric landscape, says: ‘The 
concept of Relative Hills is not new but 
using only metric measurements is more 
modern. For example, Corbetts are Relative 
Hills but only in Scotland.’

‘I based the list of Marilyns – there are 
currently 1,556 – on the Corbett criteria, but 
extended it to cover hills of any height in any 
part of Britain, and used 150m as the key 
relative height criterion, not 500 feet.’

The Tumps – Thirty & Upward Metre 
Prominences – are hills of any height with 
30m prominence. Almost 17,000 Tumps 
have been recorded in Britain. Humps, which 
stands for Hundred Metre Prominence, 
have a drop of at least 100m on all sides and 
total 2,984. There are also Simms, which are 
Six-hundred Metre Mountains.

Alan says: ‘I introduced Simms 
for simplicity. I wanted to 

get rid of all the annoying 
mixed-unit categories and 

to replace them with a 
single unified and fully 
metric list. Simms make 

things straightforward because they are all 
the hills in Britain that are more than 600m 
high with 30m drop.’

In many cases, one hill can appear in 
several lists. So, Tumps that are over 600m 
high are also Simms and, by definition, all 
Marilyns qualify as Humps (but not vice versa).

Other notable collections of hill lists each 
take their name from renowned walking 
writers. In England’s Lake District, the  
214 Wainwrights are those described by 
Alfred Wainwright in his Pictorial Guides  
to the Lakeland Fells.

Likewise, the Birketts are those listed in 
Bill Birkett’s Complete Lakeland Fells book 
and include 541 hills more than 1,000ft 
in height. Similarly, the Synges take their 
name from Timothy Synge, who penned 
The Lakeland Summits: Survey of the Fells of 
the Lake District National Park.

Hillbagging as a hobby
Many of the walkers ticking off lists of the 
lesser-known British hills got started with 
the Scottish Munros and Corbetts.

Colin Crawford, of Glasgow, is a typical 
example. Having walked a round of Munros, 
Corbetts, Furths and Grahams, plus four 
rounds of Donalds (named after Percy 
Donald and his list of Scottish Lowland 
hills over 2,000ft), his latest goal became 
Relative Hills. He says: ‘It’s an addiction, 
I admit, but a healthy addiction. I simply 
enjoy ticking off hill lists like the Tumps, 
Humps and Marilyns, but sometimes I feel 
like my lists obsession gets sillier and sillier! 
When I have finished a list, or I am part way 
through a list, I like to look for another one 
and that gets me enthused again.’ 

He acknowledges that some of the lists 
will be unachievable. ‘Really, it’s not even 
reasonable to imagine I’ll complete all the 
lists, especially the Tumps, because there 
are so many thousands of them, but I like 
that I have an aim when I go out walking.’

The retired care support worker also 
finds satisfaction in visiting and exploring  

Most hillbaggers assume  
that the term ‘Marilyn’  

was coined as a humorous  
nod to the Munros
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new places. He says: ‘If it wasn’t for the hill 
lists, I would never have travelled as far and 
wide in the UK. The hills take you to many 
obscure and amazing places.’

Janet Arnison, from Cumbria, is another 
keen hillbagger. She has walked all the 
Wainwrights and the Birketts, and ticks off 
Munros and Corbetts on visits to Scotland.

She says: ‘I think it’s easier to find the 
motivation, whatever the weather, to go out 
and walk if you have a list to focus on. You 
simply consult your current list, or lists, and 

then take it from there. I have also found  
it a great way to meet up with walking 
friends. Many people I know have similar 
lists they are ticking off and so we agree to 
walk the same hill or hills together. Ticking 
off lists is very sociable.’ 

One of Janet’s walking friends, John 
Cantrell, sees an advantage in the structure 

of the hill lists. He says: ‘I guess some 
people might criticise hillbaggers because 
a list appears to form a substitute for being 
original, but many people do like the list 
format. Lists give us a structure around 
which to organise our walking activities.’

Janet also enjoys the background to 
the formation of the lists. She says: ‘When 
you come across a list, it’s interesting to 
find out the story of the compilers – people 
like Alfred Wainwright, Bill Birkett, Fiona 
Graham and Sir Hugh Munro.’

Arthurian list
Chris Highcock was inspired to complete 
a list of hills visible from Arthur’s Seat 
in Scotland’s capital city after reading 
Caleb’s List by Kellan MacInnes. Chris, of 
Edinburgh, says: ‘The book reveals a list 
created in the late 1800s by mountaineer 
and geographer Caleb George Cash. He 
came up with 20 mountains all more than 
100ft (300m) tall that are visible from 
Arthur’s Seat. I realised I needed to walk 
only two to complete this list.’

Chris was attracted to Caleb’s List 
because he found it achievable. He says:  
‘I am close to finishing the Munros, but I 
have lots of Corbetts and Donalds still to do. 
The Arthurs were more easily completed 
and that was rewarding.’

Other lists that are relatively easier to 
complete include the MacPhies. Although 
located rather remotely on the Scottish 
islands of Colonsay and Oronsay, they 
are mostly only around 100m tall. The 
MacPhies are the 22 peaks that exceed 
300ft (91.46m) and are connected in one 
walk of around 20 miles. 

Other people like the idea of bagging 
the highest point in every county, dubbed 
County Tops. In England, Wales and the Isle 
of Man, they total 145. 

Alan Dawson has ticked off full lists of the 
Munros, Munro Tops, Corbetts, Grahams, 
(New) Donalds and Hewitts. He has stopped 
three short of finishing the 1,556 Marilyns, as 
he reports he is ‘not obsessed enough to 
make the effort required in view of the many 
obstacles in the way of finishing them’. 

Alan adds: ‘I guess that any goal has the 
potential towards obsession if you take it to 
extremes. However, most hillbaggers seem 
reasonably balanced in my experience.

‘Apart from that, hillbagging provides 
 a multitude of enjoyable experiences and  
I enjoy sharing a common purpose and 
focus with others.’  n

Share your stories
Tell us your hillbagging tales: 
walkmag@ramblers.org.uk

10  
types of 

lesser-known hills 

1  
Caleb’s List totals 20  

summits seen from Arthur’s Seat  
in Edinburgh. Buy the book by Kellan 

MacInnes from luath.co.uk and  
walk the Arthurs.

2 
The 22 MacPhies of the Scottish islands  

of Colonsay and Oronsay could be polished 
off over a weekend.  
Visit colonsay.org.uk

3  
There are 214 Wainwright fells in the  

Lake District. Each is described in AW’s 
famous Pictorial Guides.

4  
The Birketts extend to 541 fells in the  

Lake District of at least 1,000ft.

5 
A Marilyn is a hill in Britain  

of any height with a drop of 150m or  
more on all sides. There are 1,556 Marilyns 
– but if you climb 600 you can enter the 

Marilyn Hall of Fame.

6 
A Dillon is one of 212 hills in Ireland over 
2,000ft (610m), as they appear in Paddy 
Dillon’s book, The Mountains of Ireland. 

7  
The English Simms total 192.

8 
In Wales the Washis – Welsh and six hundred 
in stature – are the 118 mountains over 600m 

and with minimum 50m  
drop all around. 

9 
A Dodd is a hill in Britain at least 500m  

high and under 600m, that has a drop of 
30m. There are 1,341 Dodds. No one has 

climbed all of them.

10 
A Graham is a hill in Scotland between 

609.6m and 762m high (2,000ft to 2,499ft) 
that has a drop of 150m or more. Alan 

Dawson has listed 219.

Tackle something a bit different  
with our 10 suggestions

    Top: Janet Arnison on Dale Head, Lake District, 
which is both a Wainwright and a Birkett. Above: 
A Penrith Rambler bags his final Graham – An Stac

‘If it wasn’t for the hill 
lists, I would never 

have travelled as far 
and wide in the UK’


