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Ramblers Scotland 
are trialling a 

smartphone app 
which gives walkers 
an opportunity to 

tell of good and 
bad experiences 

from trips into the 
countryside – to 

help relay info 
and flag up areas 

which are in need 
of improvement

FIONA
RUSSELL

Advice 
and 

ideas

Appy 
and you 
know it

The Pathwatch app
What is it?
A free app which allows 
walkers to report and share 
their experiences, both good 
and bad, in the great outdoors.
Tell me more...
It is part of a Ramblers Scotland 
digital project to promote and 
protect the countryside.

Walkers can use the 
smartphone app to log positive 
and negative experiences – from 
missing signs and overgrown 
paths to exciting views and 
wildlife.

The reports are logged on to 
digital Ordnance Survey maps. 
Ramblers Scotland track the 
recorded information and use it 
to enhance the country’s 
landscape, nature and access.
Anything else to know?
The Pathwatch technology is 
available for the first time in 
Scotland and will be piloted 
until Easter.

Brendan Paddy, director of 
Ramblers Scotland, said: 
“Scotland has some of the best 
access legislation in the world 
but we don’t yet have a full 
picture of the challenges facing 
walkers on the ground.

“Pathwatch makes it easy for 
people to let us know instantly 
about any problems stopping 
them in their tracks.

“I’m very excited about the 
opportunity to use Pathwatch to 
celebrate the great experiences 
people have while exploring 
Scotland on foot. I encourage 
everyone to download the app.”
Does it work?
The Pathwatch project has been 
run in England and Wales and 
has been a big success. 
Thousands of walkers use it and 
have reported their findings.

A Ramblers’ spokesperson 
said: “In the first six months after 
Pathwatch launched in England 

Have 
you 

tried?

Join me on my adventures in Scotland’s great outdoors by checking out my award-
winning website at www.fionaoutdoors.co.uk – you’ll find lots of great information 
about walking, cycling, running and other outdoor activities, as well as kit reviews.

have got to know my local paths 
as never before, which is great as 
I lead eight walks a month.

“Thanks to the app I can chop 
and change routes and plan them 
with ease and confidence.

“Pathwatch has prompted me 
to notice positive and negative 
features of the countryside much 
more than I did before . This has 
led to improvements after my 
reports were submitted.”

Another Pathwatch user, Roger 
Bangs, said the app has 
encouraged more people to take 
an interest in the local 
countryside.

Roger, vice chair of 
Hertfordshire and North 
Middlesex Ramblers, said: “I can 
see how the app will be useful for 
keeping track of paths network 
in the UK and can help to aid 
with the preservation and 
improvement of paths.”
Find out more 
The Pathwatch app is available 
for download at ramblers.org.uk/
scotland, where a desktop 
version will also be available.
Also see www.ramblers.org.ukk/
scotland or  www.facebook.com/
ramblersscotland

and Wales, more than 14,000 
people registered to take part. 
Some 128,000 features were 
reported and nearly 47,000 
photos submitted.”

More than 58,000 features 
reported south of the Border 
were rated positive, showing the 
potential for the technology to 
showcase the best of the Scottish 
outdoors.

The main issues reported by 
Pathwatch users were missing 
signs and walking routes that 
crossed busy roads. 

Ramblers will issue a full 
report of findings later this year.
Case studies
Two Pathwatch walkers, 
Averil and Steve Brice, helped to 
uncover a forgotten route in 
England.  

The pair took photos of an 
obstruction and reported it to 
Ramblers as part of the 
Pathwatch project.  The report 
led to a special Ramblers 
volunteer day to clear the site 
and recover the route for use. 

Ramblers walk leader 
Ann Hutt has also found the 
Pathwatch app useful for 
planning new routes. She said: “I 

ON THE MOVE   Pathwatch app can be download on to your phone

USER FRIENDLY   
Walkers log their 
experiences on 
Scotlands paths 
and hills

GEAR OF 
THE WEEK
German firm Edelrid have 
launched a range of 
headtorches into the UK.

Sold through Cotswold Outdoor, 
the collection includes five torches 
priced from £13 to £55.

Top of the range is the Tauri. It 
offers an impressive 280 lumens, 
120m beam and 200 hours of 
maximum burn time. It is 
rechargeable and features an 
over-the-head stabilisation strap 
for running. Power is monitored 
using the integrated indicator.

The Asteri, priced £45, is aimed 
at climbers and cyclists, while the 
Cometalite, with a price tag of £35, 
is a lightweight option.

See www.cotswoldoutdoor.com

Merino sock and clothing 
brand Smartwool have 
launched a new PhD 
performance sock collection 
featuring patent-pending 
Indestructawool.

The new 
technology builds on 
the success of 
Reliawool technology 
and offers greater 
Merion durability.

Independent testing 
found that abrasion 
resistance has improved 
by 33 per cent. In addition, 
the socks have redesigned 
mesh zones, a “Virtually 
Seamless” toe and 
Smartwool’s 4 Degree Elite Fit 
System.

The Indestructawool is 
included in a 
range of PhD 
socks, which are 
sold as male or 
female specific.

See www.smartwool.com

KNOCK YOUR 
SOCKS OFF

Entries have opened for the 
Glentress Trail Runs 2017.

The event will be held on 
Saturday, February 25 and will 
include a 42k trail marathon, a 21k 
half marathon and 10k trail race.

Glentress Forest is known as a 
Mecca for mountain bikers. 
However, the forest,  near Peebles, 
in the Borders, has a wide network 
of trails that are also ideal for 
walking and running. 

All routes start from the Peel 
Centre Trailhead.

The cost is £35 for the trail 
marathon and £25 for the 21k and 
10k events.

See www.highterrainevents.co.
uk/glentress-trail-race

GLENTRESS IS 
TRAIL THING


