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Snow place better to go
If you want to experience winter sports at awe-inspiring resorts, then a trip 
to Wyoming and Idaho will leave you dreaming of a white Christmas all year

”The views cause 
us to exclaim out 

loud at the beauty”

Ski-mendouS  
Enjoy the best 
snow on offer at 
Jackson Hole 
resort, Wyoming

PiSte of the action  Incredible skiing

never board  Snowboarding is popular

view-tiful  The scenery is breathtaking

■ Jackson Hole 
and Grand 
Targhee are 
located in the 
Grand Teton 
National Park.
Nearest 
airport is 
Jackson, 
Wyoming. You 
can fly direct 
from Dallas, 
Denver, 
Washington 
DC, Houston, 
San Francisco, 
Chicago, 
Newark, Los 
Angeles, Salt 
Lake City, 
Minneapolis, 
Atlanta and 
New York (JFK).
Flights from 
London link to 
many American 
state airports.
www.grand 
targhee.com
www.jackson 
hole.com
www.victor 
cityidaho.com

Standing at the window of 
the ticket office in 
Wyoming’s Jackson Hole 
mountain resort, I feel a 
tap on the shoulder.

I’m expecting someone to ask me 
about my extravagant snow husky 
helmet cover – or, more likely, to tell me 
I am standing in the wrong place.

Instead, I turn around to see 
professional Scottish snowboarder 
Lesley McKenna smiling at me.

Our meeting is coincidental and, it 
seems, has only come about because of 
the snow husky.

While I’ve known Lesley for 15 years, I 
had no idea she would be in America 
with the GB Park and Pipe Team.

The triple Olympian had spotted me 
and my helmet cover on Instagram 
when I posted a photo while skiing in 
the neighbouring state of Idaho. 

For my partner Gordon and I, the 
chance meeting turns out to be a bonus.

Not only do we discover Lesley, the 
manager and coach of GB Park and Pipe 
Team, is happy to guide us about the 
resort, but she is with her partner Euan 
Baxter, also an accomplished 
snowboarder.

They are staying with friends and 
soon we are part of a group of skilled 
and exciting skiers and boarders.

We barely need to look at the 
extensive ski map, extending to 2500 
acres of in-bound terrain and a huge 
4139ft vertical drop, as we follow the 
experts and locals up and down pistes.

There are more than 130 named 
routes, 12 lifts and an impressive aerial 
tram covering 12,463ft over a vertical 
rise of 4139ft at Jackson Hole. The 
resort, established more than 50 years 
ago, has a worldwide reputation for 
being steep and for experts only. 

Indeed, half the pistes are graded for 
experts, but there are also another 40 

per cent to suit intermediate skiers and 
some 10 per cent for novices. 

As the resort information states: 
“Beginner and intermediate trails 
make up half of our terrain, meaning 
that our non-advanced acreage of 1250 
acres is larger than the total terrain of 
many ski resorts.”

Yet, still, I was a bit daunted by 
Jackson’s “steep and deep” reputation. 
However, thanks to good snow cover, I 
found I was capable of skiing most of 
the terrain.

This part of the US offers wonderful 
dry and flattering-to-ski snow and 
Jackson Hole boasts an annual average 
of 38ft of the white stuff.

With Lesley and Euan providing a 
sideshow of stunning snowboarding 
tricks and acrobatics, Gordon and I 
follow behind making our own tracks 
and “ooh” and “ah” at the expert 
boarders and the spectacular views.

With a resort base elevation of 6311ft 
and a top of 10,450ft .we look down over 
a valley where a morning mist hides the 
lower terrain and Teton Village.

High above the mist, snow-covered 
mountains of Grand Teton National 
Park, which is part of the wider Rockies 
range, rise like huge jagged teeth.

The resort also feels like a massive 
amphitheatre, with dramatic cliffs and 
steep couloirs above the pistes.

After a full day of superb skiing, we 
are reluctant to bid farewell to Lesley, 
Eua n a nd their f r iends . While 
they were staying on in 
Jackson Hole for a few days, 
we head back to our base at 
the town of Victor in 
neighbouring Idaho. 

We had discovered that 
accommodation in Idaho was a cheaper 

alternative to Jackson Hole itself, which 
allowed our dollars to go further.

Victor is also a great location for 
visiting another Wyoming resort, 
Grand Targhee – a favourite of the  
locals thanks to a reputation for being 
good value. 

Located on the western slopes of the 
Tetons in Alta, Wyoming, the resort 
boasts an average snowfall each year of 
41ft and more than 2602 acres of skiable 
terrain.

We enjoyed fabulous powder snow and 
incredible scenic beauty, with more than 
enough runs to amuse us for two full days.

Top of our must-ski list is the Teton 
Vista Traverse and the many beautiful 
runs leading off this. The views of the 
national park from this part of the resort 
are the best of any we saw during our stay.

Away from the commercial resorts, the 
Grand Tetons, in Wyoming and Idaho 
offer incredible opportunities for back 
country skiing. 

Tracked routes head off the main road 
over the Teton Pass, with options for 
beginners through to experts.

As relative newcomers to back country 
skiing, we were fortunate to join friends 
of friends who took us off the beaten track. 

On one challenge, we summited Taylor 
Mountain, rising to 10,352ft – the highest 
place I have ever been on land. 

Fitness, confidence and a guide are 
essential for the ski touring ascent of the 
mountain but the rewards are superb.

The views caused us to exclaim out 
loud at the beauty of the landscape, while 
the chance to ski downhill created the 
stuff of lifelong memories.

For a ski holiday that offers world 
famous resort skiing, a locals’ favourite 

resort and miles of 
easily accessible 
backcountry skiing, 

a trip to the two 
neighbouring 

American states of 
Idaho and Wyoming is 

hard to beat. 
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