
BEST FOR WINTER WALKING
TORRIDON YOUTH HOSTEL 
Ideal for: A winter escape to enjoy walking 
both at high and low level. 
Where: Near Achnasheen, Ross-shire  
IV22 2EZ. 
Beds from: Adults £18; Children £15.
Rooms from: £28.
Note: Limited opening until March. 
Weekends only or RentaHostel.  
Check website for details. 
Contact:  www.syha.org.uk/where-to-stay/
highlands/torridon.aspx or 01445 791284.

One of SYHA’s “remote” hostels, the 
Torridon is purpose-built and offers 
modern, practical facilities for outdoor 
enthusiasts. There is a spacious self-
catering kitchen, two large panoramic 
lounges, a drying room and both multi-
shared rooms and private/family rooms.

The Torridon area is a magnificent corner 
of the north-western Highlands and walkers 
are spoilt for choice with hills, coastal 
trails, historic passes and hidden glens to 
explore. Ask hostel staff for advice or see 
www.walkhighlands.co.uk. SYHA also runs 
Torridon Winter Munros & Winter Walking 
Skills courses from Torridon Youth Hostel. 
See www.syha.org.uk

CRIANLARICH YOUTH HOSTEL  
Ideal for: Munro bagging in the Loch 
Lomond & the Trossachs National Park, or 
walking sections of the West Highland Way.
Where: Station Road, Crianlarich  
FK20 8QN 
Beds from: Adults £12.50; Children £11.
Rooms from: £36.
Note: Weekends or RentaHostel only 
during winter until April. Check website. 
Contact: www.syha.org.uk/where-to-stay/
highlands/crianlarich.aspx or 01838 
300260.

From Crianlarich there is easy access to  
20 Munros, 11 within walking distance,  
and numerous lower summits. The  
famous long-distance walking route,  
the West Highland Way, passes through 
Crianlarich between Inverarnan and 
Tyndrum.

Crianlarich Youth Hostel is a modern 
bungalow-style building nestled below a 
forest in the Strathfillan Glen. Facilities 
include a self-catering kitchen, multi-share 
and private bedrooms, a cosy lounge, large 
dining area and a drying room.

BEST FOR GETTING AWAY  
FROM IT ALL
LOCH OSSIAN YOUTH HOSTEL
Ideal for: A unique wilderness experience 
that is accessed via train and a short walk.
Where: Corrour, By Fort William PH30 4AA 
Beds from: Adults £18.50; Children £17.
Rooms from: £N/A
Contact: www.syha.org.uk/where-to-stay/
highlands/loch-ossian.aspx or 01397 
732207

Loch Ossian is an eco youth hostel, 
spectacularly situated on the banks of Loch 
Ossian on Rannoch Moor. It is accessible 
only by rail or on foot or bike, via Corrour 
Station, the UK’s highest mainline station. 
From the station it’s a 20-minute walk to 
the hostel. There are two Munros nearby or 
you could walk a circuit of the loch. 

The hostel has full facilities thanks  
to a number of green developments,  
including locally-sourced hydro  
power and a wind turbine. There are 
composting toilets, a reed bed for grey 
water soak away, fridges, heaters and  
new hot showers. 

Only multi-share accommodation is 
available but groups and families have the 
option of booking a room for exclusive use. 

BEST FOR ISLAND-HOPPING
LOCHRANZA YOUTH HOSTEL
Ideal for: Family and group active 
weekends with plenty to do on Arran.
Where: Lochranza, Isle of Arran KA27 8HL 
Beds from: Adults £14; Children £12.
Rooms from: £36.
Note: in winter, weekends only or 
RentaHostel until April. Check website.
Contact: www.syha.org.uk/where-to-stay/
islands/lochranza or 01770 830631.

Lochranza Hostel, pictured right, is on 
the banks of Loch Ranza, opposite a 
13th century ruined castle in beautiful 
countryside. It is on the Cock of Arran trail, 
offering a scenic low-level walk. Arran also 
has Goatfell, the island’s tallest mountain, 
waterfall walks and mountain biking trails.

As winner of the Green Tourism Business 

Goldstar Award 2011, Lochranza Youth 
Hostel is ranked as one of the UK’s top 10 
greenest businesses. Rooms include group 
and family, some with en-suites, a self-
catering kitchen and laundry service.

PORTREE YOUTH HOSTEL
Ideal for: Exploring one of Scotland’s most 

popular outdoors destinations, the  
Isle of Skye.
Where: Portree, Isle of Skye IV51 9EW
Beds from: Adults £15; Children £13.
Rooms from: £45.
Contact: www.syha.org.uk/where-to-stay/
islands/portree.aspx or 01478 612 231.

Skye offers an adventure for all ages and 
abilities, from coastal walks to mountain 
biking, climbing and mountaineering. 
Newly-upgraded Portree Youth Hostel is at 
the heart of the island with plenty of tourist 
attractions close by, such as galleries, 
shops and restaurants.

There is a mix of private en-suite rooms 
and dormitory accommodation plus a 
lounge and dining area with fully equipped 
self-catering kitchen. Guests can also enjoy 
a continental breakfast.
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