
A “self-service” beach cleaning 
station has proved a huge 
success at a remote beach 
in Ross-shire.  

In just one month, visitors 
gathered more than 20st of 
plastic and other items that 
washed up on Dun Canna 
near Ullapool.

The items were placed in the 
station, installed by Scottish 
Wildlife Trust, then taken to the 
local recycling centre. Among 
the litter collected were fishing 
ropes, net and twine and 
packaging.

The station is built from a 
pallet box donated by Keltic 
Seafare in Dingwall. It is stocked 
with bin bags and litter pickers.

Ever wondered the name of  
a distant hill or how far it is to  
a town from where you are 
standing? 

Now, an app on your mobile 
phone or tablet can reveal this 
information.

Ordnance Survey’s augmented 
reality feature is an addition to 
the existing OS Maps app and 
can reveal 200,000 locations 
across the UK.
n To find out more, go to 
www.os.uk/getoutside/AR

Osprey’s Duro rucksack
This ruckscak is for runners who 
appreciate attention to detail.

The vest-style packs are sold in 
three capacity sizes – 15l, 6l 
and 1.5l. The vest  
packs have a triple 
hydration system 
with Twin 
HydraulicsTM  
Soft Flasks and a 
2.5l reservoir.

Other features 
include multiple 
pockets, pole 
attachments and 
reflective graphics 
for better visibility at 
night. The packs are 
£90 for Duro 6, £120 
for Duro 1.5 and  
£140 for Duro 15.

 See www.
ospreyeurope.com

Publications with 
glorious art are 
being hidden in 
remote shelters 
across Scotland 
and beyond as 

part of an 
innovative 

initiative that 
combines art 

and mountains 
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sightings of the booklets in  
five Scottish locations, 
including Bob Scott’s bothy  
and the Hutchison Memorial 
Hut, both in the Cairngorms, 
Invermallie Bothy and  
Oban bothy in the west 
Highlands and Corrour  
bothy, Aberdeenshire.

Another location has been 
reported by a walker as 
Cae Amos bothy in Wales. 

Eddie said: “There are many 
more of the publications out 
there but we are relying on 
people to tell us if they have 
come across one.”

For people who are unable  
to access the remote bothy 
locations, an exhibition of  
the publication will be 
presented as part of the  
Dundee Mountain Film  
Festival next month.

The public can visit the 
Visual Research Centre in 
Dundee Contemporary Arts  
at the city’s university from 
November 23 to 25.

At the end of the project,  
a publication will be presented 
at Edinburgh Festival as part  
of an exhibition of the Shelter 
Stone – The Artist and The 
Mountain.

booklet. He said: “I think this 
publication is a great idea 
because literature and the 
visual arts complement each 
other so well.

“The project is also a great 
advertisement for the 
magnificent beauty and 
emptiness of the Scottish 
landscape.

“And it represents a deserved 
nod to the wonderful Mountain 
Bothies Association, which offer 
free overnight accommodation 
with some of the best views 
possible.”

He is also delighted by the 
“survivalist tool” aspect.

John said: “As a writer, I’m 
weary of folk asking me what  
use poetry has in the modern 
world. 

“Now, I can tell them it’s for 
scrunching up and lighting  
the fire, or stuffing into sodden 
walking boots at the end of the 
day, or cramming under the 
door to keep out the rain. 

“Best of all, it’s for reading  
the stories, relishing the artwork 
and then sitting back and 
enjoying the most exclusive  
and tasteful toilet tissue in  
the British Isles.”

So far, there have been 

Over a year, a newsprint 
publication of artworks 
will be left at 120 remote 
but unidentified 
shelters across the UK, 
Iceland and the Alps.

Walkers will be able to view 
one of 200 66-page publications 
by chancing upon them at  
a mountain bothy or hut. 

Shelter Stone – The Artist 
and The Mountain project is a 
partnership between an artists’ 
institution, The Strict Nature 
Reserve and The Mountain 
Bothies Association (MBA).

Volunteers are helping to 
deliver the initiative until the 
summer of 2018, after it was 
revealed to the public at 
The Shelter Stone, Loch Avon,  
in Cairngorms National Park. 

The colour publication is on 
newsprint that is made from 
70 per cent recycled midge 
trap waste.

It features contributions by 
almost 50 artists and writers,  
all of whom have a fascination 
with the mountain landscape.

The artists were selected by 
Eddie Summerton, warden of 
The Strict Nature Reserve, and 
the writers were chosen by 
Scots poet John Glenday.

Eddie, who is also an artist 
and part-time lecturer at 
Duncan of Jordanstone College 
of Art and Design in Dundee, 
said: “There are two main aspects 
to the project publication. The 
first is the art, which acts as a 
reference to our understanding 
of our relationship with 
the mountain landscape.

“Secondly, and just as 
importantly, the newsprint 
nature of the publication means 
it can also become a survivalist 
tool for the walker or climber.”

John’s poetry is also part of the 
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