
Duo complete 
decades-long 
challenge and 
become first 

to bag all 2985 
HuMPS as 
they reach 

summit  
of iconic 
Scottish 

sea 
stack
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Top of the rocks
Two intrepid summit 
baggers chose iconic 
Scottish sea stack,  
the Old Man of Hoy,  
as their final “HuMP”.

Rob Woodall and Alan 
Whatley reached the top of the 
137-metre column of rock in  
the Orkney Islands last month.

They became the first to tick off 
a huge list of 2985 HuMPs, which 
are defined as British hills with 
Hundred Metres of Prominence 
(100-metre drop on all sides).

The HuMPS are similar  
to other lists of hills and 
mountains in the UK such as 
Scotland’s Munros, Corbetts, 
Grahams and Donalds.

It has taken both men decades 
to bag all the HuMps, which are 
spread across the UK. There are 
2164 HuMPs in Scotland.

Rob, from Peterborough,  
and Alan, from Derby, were 
supported on the exposed Old 
Man stack by Scottish guide  
Tim Hamlet.

They also made the climb  
with Rick Salter and Richard 
McLellan, both keen summit 
baggers themselves.

It was a tough day of strong 
winds for the multi-pitch  
ascent of the Old Man.

Rob said: “After weeks of fine 
weather it suddenly changed  
and that made the completion 
summit a hard one.

“But we had booked a guide 
ages ago and that was our 
window for finishing the 
HuMPS.”

For many years, Rob and Alan 

Alan followed suit in 2016.  
To date, only nine people have 
completed all the Marilyns.

Rob also became the first 
person to tick off all the (then) 
6190 British Trig pillars in 2016.
His current total of Trigs is 6194 
after another four “destroyed” 
pillars were rediscovered.

He has completed the Munros, 
Munro Tops, Corbetts, Grahams, 
Donalds, Furths, Nuttalls (443 
hills in England and Wales over 
2000ft), Wainwrights (214 hills in 
the Lake District), and Birketts 
(all the Lake District hills over 
1000ft).

Meanwhile, Alan has 
completed the Munros, Tops, 
Corbetts, Grahams, Donalds, 
Nuttalls and Wainwrights.

Rob said: “Like many people I 
enjoy a list and I really like a big 
list and one that no one else has 
done yet.

“Doing these summits has 
taken me to some wonderful 
places and I have enjoyed  
many great adventures.”

Alan added: “The lists do 
become a bit addictive. I started 
with the Munros and Corbetts 
and it took about 20 years to  
do those.

“Then I did another round of 
the Munros in 18 months and 
thought, ‘What next?’

“What next was the Grahams, 
then the Marilyns, then the 
HuMPs.

“You get caught up with the 
lists, the people who do them,  
the social side and a bit of 
friendly competition.”

enjoyed friendly rivalry as they 
both aimed to finish one of 
Britain’s longest hills lists.At the 
start of the year Rob had 25 HuMPs 
left to do, while Alan had just five.

Rob said: “Knowing that Alan 
had fewer summits to do than 
me did spur me on this year. But 
in the end, we decided to do some 
of the final sea stacks together, 
including the Old Man of Hoy.”

One of Alan’s last HuMPs was 
Bass Rock in East Lothian. Rob 
had ticked off this one before.

Alan explained: “It was the 
logistics of getting on to the 
island rock that was hard.

“There are restrictions on  
when you can land there due to 
the gannet population.

“It took me six years to get to 
this summit.”

Earlier this year, the duo ticked 
off two other tricky sea stack 
summits in the Outer Hebrides.

Arnamuil and Lianamuil,  
off the island of Mingulay are a 
challenge because it’s not easy  
to reach them.

Rob said: “You have to go by 
boat and the sea swell and 
weather often prevent a trip.”

Out of fairness, the Old Man  
of Hoy summit cairn was 
touched by both Rob and Alan  
at the same time on July 29.

Both men admit they relish  
the challenge of completing big 
lists of hills.

In 2014, Rob became the first to 
bag all 1556 Marilyns, which are 
British hills with a prominence of 
150 metres. They are a sub-set of 
the HuMPS.

basking on 
love island

Along The Divide: Walking rhe 
Wild Spine of Scotland by Chris 
Townsend
This is the tale of a 700-mile walk 
by the author. Chris followed the 
line of high ground where fallen 
rain runs either west to the 
Atlantic or east to the North 
Sea. Walking before the 
Independence Referendum of 
2014 and writing the book 
after the EU Referendum of 
2016, he reflects on a range 
of topics including nature, 
history, conservation, land 
use and literature. Chris has 
written 22 books about the 
outdoors.
 Along the Divide is 

published by Sandstone 
Press priced £9.99.

book of  
the week

Scientists studying basking  
sharks in Scotland have made  
a fascinating discovery.

The research has been looking at 
whether Scottish waters are a 
mating ground for the creatures.

Now video footage reveals what 
looks like social gatherings on the 
sea bed. The data is being gathered 
by Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 
and the University of Exeter as part 
of a new camera-tagging project.

Dr Suzanne Henderson at SNH 
said: “The footage gives a fantastic 
shark’s eye view and new insight 
into behaviours.Three sharks are 
seen very close together, fins 
touching but hardly swimming.”

A volunteer group at a Scottish 
open-air pool have been 
honoured with a Royal award.

The Queen’s Award for 
Voluntary Service was handed to 
the Friends of Stonehaven Open 
Air Swimming Pool this month.

The group formed in the 1990s 
when the 50-metre lido when was 
threatened with closure. Now, the 
Friends is a registered charity.

Chairman Pete Hill said: “We are 
honoured and humbled to win this 
prestigious award that recognises 
the expertise, skills and hard work 
carried out by our volunteers.”

Founder of the organisation 
was the late Alan Bain. His widow 
Kate accepted the award from The 
Lord Lieutenant of Kincardineshire, 
Mrs Carol Kinghorn, on August 18.

See www.stonehavenopen 
airpool.co.uk 

friends make 
royal waves 
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SUccESS A-hOy   
Alan and Rob  
celebrate after 
reaching top of 
their final UK rock 
column, on Orkney 


