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New world  
class  bike track 
will be graced  

by international 
stars at Glasgow 

2018 this week

FIONA
RUSSELL

BMX marks the spot
International BMX stars 
will compete for the 
first time at Scotland’s 
newest cycling centre 
this week.

On Friday, the qualifying heats 
in the European Championships 
2018 will play out the Olympic 
standard Glasgow BMX Centre.

The final rounds take place the 
following day at the specially 
built £3.7million facility located 
in Knightswood.

Spectators can expect 
non-stop, exhilarating action 
from 150 BMX riders, especially 
in the final knockout rounds, 
which will decide the European 
champion.

The BMX Centre is the only 
new permanent venue 
constructed for use in the 
European Championships and is 
Scotland’s only world and 
Olympic standard BMX track.

The completion of the venue 
earlier this summer means 
Glasgow is now the only city in 
the world with venues capable of 
hosting all four Olympic cycling 
discipline events, BMX, 
mountain biking, road and track.

Sports Minister Joe FitzPatrick 
said: “The new BMX Centre is a 
state of the art venue that is sure 
to make a fantastic setting for 
the European Championships 
this week.

“The riders are really excited 
about competing here and we 
can expect a thrilling 
competition.”

As well as staging top-class 
action, the Knightswood track is 
a legacy project for the city.

It is the new home of the local 
Western Titans BMX Racing 
Club and will be available for 
people of all ages and abilities to 
use.

The main track features two 
start ramps, one that is five 
metres and another of eight 
metres.This means it can be used 

track will produce medal 
winners.”

Councillor David McDonald, 
Depute Leader of Glasgow City 
Council and Chair of Glasgow 
Life, also believe the centre will 
leave a lasting legacy.

He said: “I’m confident this 
centre will be very well used by 
the local community. Having a 
world-class facility on our 
doorstep will help to inspire a 
new generation of young cyclists 
to take up the sport, leaving a 
lasting legacy for future 
generations.”

BMX is just one competition 
being held in Glasgow as part of 
the European Championships, 
which runs for 11 days until 
August 12.

It is the biggest sporting event 
to be staged in Scotland outside 
of the Commonwealth Games.

The event is being held jointly 
with Berlin in Germany. Glasgow 
will host six sports, Aquatics, 
Cycling, Golf, Gymnastics, 
Rowing and Triathlon, at 12 
venues across Scotland, while 
Berlin will host athletics at the 
Olympic Stadium, as well as road 
races and race walking events.

Buy tickets for all Glasgow 
2018 events at glasgow2018.com/
tickets

by riders of all abilities, as well as 
for competitions.

There is also a smaller pump 
track for learners and both tracks 
are fully floodlit.

In addition, the BMX Centre 
features changing facilities, a 
meeting room and a car park.

The centre will by managed by 
Glasgow Life on behalf of 
Glasgow City Council, and there 
will equipment for hire.

Justine Cameron, secretary for 
the Western Titans, said: “We 
were totally overwhelmed by the 
facility when we saw it for the 
first time.

“Some of our riders have 
already ridden there and they 
think it’s absolutely immense.

“The new track means we can 
train at a completely different 
level than we were before.”

Scottish No1 Molly Shearer, 16, 
and No2 Harrison Bell, 10, are 
members of the Western 
Titans.

Justine believes that the BMX 
Centre will serve to help the 
youngsters build on their 
success.

She said: “This centre is exactly 
what Scotland needs. Having a 
facility like this is perfect for our 
young talent and I have 
absolutely no doubt that this 

Hostelling Scotland’s Glen 
Nevis Youth Hostel in Fort 
William has reopened following 
a £2.1million eight-month 
redevelopment.

The hostel was stripped back 
to the bare shell before being 
transformed into a 
contemporary living space.

It now offers guests a mix of 
private en-suite rooms and 
shared accommodation, 
making it the perfect stay for 
individual travellers, families 
and groups.

The hotel has a self-catering 
kitchen, open-plan living and 
dining spaces with panoramic 
views over the Nevis mountain 
range, as well as a welcoming 
wood-burning stove.

The redevelopment follows 
recent Youth Hostel 
development projects at 
Aberdeen, Loch Ossian, 
Achmelvich Beach, Oban and 
Lochranza on the Isle of Arran.
n See www.hostelling 
scotland.org.uk/hostels/
glen-nevis

book a ben 
& breakfast

gear of  
the week
Inov-8 have launched a world-
first in the sports footwear 
market following a collaboration 
with scientific experts.

The British brand teamed up 
with the University of 
Manchester to become the  
first company to incorporate 
graphene into running and 
fitness shoes.

Laboratory tests have shown 
that the rubber outsoles of the 
G-Series collection of shoes are 
stronger, stretchier and more 
resistant to wear.

Graphene is the thinnest 
material on earth and is 200 
times stronger than steel.

Michael Price, inov-8 product 
and marketing director, said: 
“Our G-Series shoes deliver a 
combination of traction, stretch 
and durability never seen 
before.”
n Prices start at £140. See 
ww.inov-8.com

HIGH FLIERS  
Mia Paton, above, 
and Jack Baillie of 
Western Titans

GOING 
FOR IT  
Thrills and 
spills on 
BMX bike

SADDLING UP   
Kye Whyte, Paddy 
Sharrock and 
Kyle Evans at 
BMX centre

Have 
you 

tried?


