
elevation, Revelstoke Mountain Resort 
is a target for powder hounds.

We enjoyed “flirting with the 
boundaries”, skiing both pisted runs 
and in-bounds off-piste runs.

The tree runs in Revelstoke are 
great fun and picture-postcard perfect 
when laden with thick snow. 

Kicking Horse, close to the former 
mining town of Golden, came next. 
Highlights for me included boot-
packing to high ridges to ski gnarly 
off-piste runs.

Fernie, the final BC resort, brought 
back special memories as it was 
where we eloped to get married in a 
slope-side ceremony two years before.

We continued the romance, 
spending days exploring 2,500 acres 
of skiable terrain spread across five 
high bowls.

Then, we could have easily spent 
the entire month in Utah. The state is 
known for its delightfully dry snow, 
which makes skiing a sublimely silky 
experience. 

Park City boasts almost 350 ski runs 
and 41 uplifts across 7,300 acres of 
skiing terrain.

Much smaller, yet with a greater 
community feel, Snowbasin, near the 
town of Ogden, offers a mix of wide-
open bowls, glades and groomers and 
the tram ride to Allen Peak is a must if 
you are a confident skier.

Two further smaller mountains 
of Alta and Snowbird have a local 
atmosphere, too, and attract residents 
of Utah’s capital, Salt Lake City.

We found the snow havens, which 
lie in the Cottonwood Canyon, are 
best skied on week days to make the 
most of bountiful snowfall.

We had imagined that by the time 
we reached Colorado, we would be 
all skied out. Yet, the final resorts of 
our trip turned out to be two of the 
very best.

Telluride has long been acclaimed 
as a secret gem, mainly because the 
mountain is a long way from pretty 
much anywhere. We drove almost 

seven hours from Salt Lake City to 
the high-altitude mountain where an 
impressive lift system and vertical 
drop of 3,845ft brought hours of 
thigh-burning pleasure.

At Crested Butte, we enjoyed more 
of the same, including a chance to 
attempt America’s steepest sustained 
run, Rambo, as well as several 
supremely flowing groomed runs. 

We left Crested Butte, en route to 
Denver International Airport, with 
heavy hearts and tired legs – but  
with the germ of a plan to go Epic  
in another part of the world next  
time round.

In the coming season, 
the Covid-19 pandemic will 

require all ski resorts to adjust 
some of their operations. 

Although, because skiing is enjoyed 
outdoors, many resorts are confident that 

visitor numbers will be high. Matt Mosteller, 
spokesperson at Fernie Alpine Resort, said: “While 
many aspects will look and feel the same there will 
also be many things that look different this season.
“In line with Covid guidelines, skiers will be required 

to wear face coverings in and around resorts, such as 
in parking areas, base areas, lifts and indoors, and 
maintain social distancing. Resorts will also offer 

increased cleaning and sanitisation.” 
Matt added: “Skiing and snowboarding  

offer low-risk, high-value recreation in a time 
when most people need it. 

“I am optimistic that we are going  
to have an incredible, albeit 

different, winter.”
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groomers in 
Whistler, silky 
powder in 
Revelstoke, 

challenging steeps in Kicking 
Horse and the legendary bowls  
of Fernie.

And that was just the resorts in 
Canada. In the US state of Utah, we 
skied many more miles, day after 
day, at America’s largest resort, Park 
City & Canyons, and the smaller 
mountain areas of Snowbird, Alta 
and Snowbasin.

Yet still we wanted more. 
So we drove to the neighbouring 

state of Colorado and discovered 
two other skiing gems, Telluride 
and Crested Butte.

While a month off work to ski at 
10 resorts in three North American 
states had felt like an extravagant 
luxury at the start of the holiday, 
by the end it had become a way 
of life. My husband Gordon and 

I had spotted a deal for a heavily 
discounted season pass for a 
collection of ski resorts.

The Epic pass was still pricey at 
£765 each but we worked out that 
a week of skiing at one of many 
resorts in Canada and America 
would cost the same or more – so 
the longer we skied for, the greater 
the savings.

Gordon and I planned our 
extended, pre-Covid holiday around 
the Epic pass, picking resorts in 
British Columbia in Canada, as well 
as Utah and Colorado.

We also stopped at three resorts 
of Revelstoke, Snowbird and Alta, 
which are not included on the pass, 
simply because we already knew 
and loved them.

The travel arrangements included 

one-way flights from Scotland to 
Canada, then Canada to Utah and 
home again from Colorado to 
Scotland.

We drove a rental car between 
the resorts and while the journeys 
were long by UK standards they 
offered wonderfully scenic views, 
especially of the Rocky Mountains.

Each ski mountain had unique 
attractions and fantastic challenges.

Whistler Blackcomb, British 
Columbia, a hotspot for the rich 
and famous, delivers 200 runs – 
many beautifully groomed – across 
more than 8,000 acres of diverse 
terrain. The two-mountain resort is 
linked by the vertigo-inducing Peak 
To Peak gondola and at every turn 
the vistas are breathtaking.

Smaller but with greater 

An Epic trip with the      stars of snowbusiness

 ● Whistler, in 
Canada’s 
British 
Columbia 
is a skier’s 
dream, 
with pistes 
to suit all 
ages and 
abilities

 ● Colorado’s Telluride, above, and 
Crested Butte, right, and Golden, in 
British Colombia, below, all offer 
wonderful skiing and dramatic views 
of the Rocky Mountain range

North America
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Factfile
Flights and car hire booked 
through travelcounsellors.
co.uk. Accommodation: 
fernielodgingco.com and 
kickinghorselodging.com. 
Ski pass: epicpass.com

From strolls along wave-lashed coastlines, to 
gentle woodland ambles – exploring nature’s 
winter wonderland is a seasonal delight. 
As the colder climes draw in, all you need to 
do is wrap up warm and fill a Thermos…

Holkham Beach, Norfolk winter
A seemingly endless stretch of sand wrapped 
by vast horizons, Holkham Beach is a place 
where possibilities feel infinite. At high tide, a 
basin fills to form a shallow lagoon filled with 
wading birds and cackling flocks of migrating 
pink-footed geese. Holkham.co.uk.

Dartmoor National Park, Devon
Hike up granite tors, stride through gorse 
and stumble into archaeological finds. Quite 
often it’s possible to have part of the park all 
to yourself, reflecting on how many snowfalls 
the glacier-carved, rocks have seen; scientists 
suggest the Devon moor once had an ice cap.

New Forest, Hampshire
The New Forest was given royal status in the 
11th Century. Noblemen and women have 
since disappeared, but one sovereign remains: 
a 500-year-old Knightwood Oak, known as the 
Queen of the Forest. From the gnarled trunks 
of its ancient inhabitants, to heathland grazed 
by ponies, every setting in this national park 
has a fairytale feel. newforestnpa.gov.uk.

Mourne Mountains, Northern Ireland
The Mourne Mountains are an impressive site. 
Slieve Bearnagh, at 739 metres, and Slieve 
Meelmore, rising to 682 metres, form part of a 
walking circuit close to the town of Newcastle 
in County Down. Born in Belfast, author CS 
Lewis apparently based his mythical land of 
Narnia on the Mournes.

Cairngorms, Scotland
There’s a good reason why the Queen spends 
her summers at Balmoral. Her castle sits 
amidst ancient woodland in the Cairngorms 
National Park, where red squirrels, deer and 
mountain hares create a winter wildlife idyll. 
cairngorms.co.uk.

South Downs, Eastbourne
Every year, thousands of people visit the South 
Downs National Park, one of the UK’s most 
accessible areas of natural beauty. Stretching 
from Eastbourne along the chalk cliffs of 
Beachy Head and Seven Sisters to Splash 
Point at Seaford, the Heritage Coast offers 
opportunities for brisk sea walks. Inland, there 
are historical trails passing churches and 
Bronze Age burial mounds. visiteastbourne.com.

 ● Loch Morlich in Cairngorms National Park
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We’re here when
you’re ready

Dreaming of the perfect getaway?
We’ve got a selection of holidays to suit every
need, whether you plan on staying closer to
home in Scotland, or venturing further afield to
Europe and beyond.

Our trusted tour partners are here to take care
of you when you feel ready to travel again.
Many of our tours departs locally, and with
expert tour guides and key safety measures
in place, your holiday will be as stress-free as
possible.

2021 BROCHURES NOWAVAILABLE

For a brochure call
01224 338004 quoting Sunday Post
Visit www.dcttravel.co.uk

HOLIDAYS YOU’LL LOVE

• Scotland coach tours
Experience the best of the Highlands & Islands

• European escorted
From short breaks full of culture to beach escapes

• European river cruising
Sail down some of Europe’s most iconic rivers

• Guided walking tours
Explore spectacular scenery on foot

• Long haul escorted
Plan ahead and embark on a long haul adventure


